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The Belgorod Museum of Local History was founded in 1924.
During the Second World War, around eight thousand unique
museum exhibits were plundered and destroyed. After the war,
the collecting of exhibits began all over again, and the museum
reopened in 1948.

The exhibits illustrate the birth of Belgorod, its role in Russian
history, the most important events and the lives of famous locals.

Archaeological artefacts of Scythian culture, found in
the course of expeditions, have pride of place in the collection.
In 1964 the Voronezh forest-steppe Scythian expedition exca-
vated burial mounds in Voronezh and Belgorod Regions. Military
armour, a multitude of iron and bronze arrowheads, bronze
plates, parts of horse bridle sets, Greek amphorae, a silver rhy-
ton and many other objects were found. Several hundred golden
plaques of various sizes and shapes, which once decorated
the clothes of the deceased, were also discovered in ancient
burial sites. A golden plaque depicting a man atop a griffon
devouring a deer greatly amazes scholars and visitors alike.

Archaeologists Anna Puzikova and Anatoly Kantorovich dis-
cuss the history, possible interpretations and historical parallels
of this ornament.
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