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Ever since it was founded in 1922, the Perm Art Gallery has
occupied the former Cathedral of the Transfiguration of the
Saviour. This circumstance ensured the survival of the church.
The cathedral has now been returned to the Russian Orthodox
Church, and the project to give a new home to the museum
is underway.

The upper section of the magnificent carved Baroque
iconostasis can be seen on the top floor of the gallery. Perm
wooden sculpture of the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries
is on show there. The Russian Orthodox Church discouraged
and at times downright prohibited the worship of religious
sculptures. Hence they are a rarity in Russian churches.

The rich collection of sixteenth to eighteenth-century West
European art includes works by German, Dutch and French
masters.

Russian art of the eighteenth to the twentieth century and
the Soviet period is also fascinating.

Artworks from the Perm estates of the Stroganov merchants
and industrialists are a gem of the collection. Some fifty icons
were painted at their commissions in the late sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries. There are also silver, copper and
bronze crosses, icon covers, chalices, chandeliers, candlesticks,
icon-lamps and other treasures.

The history and collection of Perm Art Gallery are presented
to you by journalist and playwright Mikhail Kaluzhsky.

Hab. p. Kambi
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